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PASTOR’S LETTER  
           LENT

Dusty Saints, Created for Community

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.”  Genesis 3:19
 
“May God Almighty bless you and make you
fruitful and increase your numbers until you
become a community of peoples.” 
Genesis 28: 3

We are dust—stardust, actually!  From the blood
in our veins (iron can only be made by stars)—to
the sinews in our body, we are actually stardust
into whom God has breathed life, and named and
claimed us as God’s own. We can dance, hike,
learn, teach, explore, create, give, receive, heal…
God created us, dusty saints, to live and love fully,
faithfully and fiercely!

Ash Wednesday worship reminds us that we enter
the Lenten season together “with the whole
church.” … “We are created for communion with
God, to love one another, and to live in harmony
with creation.”  

March marks the one-year anniversary of walking
through the global pandemic as a nation. Lent
calls us to repent and reflect—what have we
learned? What is God calling us to be and do as
we continue this wilderness journey together?  

The devastating toll of this pandemic cannot be
overstated.  With over half a million lives lost and
for countless others who have been or are ill, and
continue to suffer, we bear much grief. Deepened
anxiety, stress, worry and depression are part of
our daily existence. 

Impacts of community loss include isolation,

loneliness, feelings of being cut off and
distant from loved ones, regular activities,
cherished places, communal gatherings…
and impact our mental, emotional and
spiritual health. We can feel exhausted,
distressed and adrift among new behaviors.
God is in the midst of this wilderness, present
with us and active in our lives.

The “new normal” —lived out communally in
our families, church, schools and
communities is still taking shape. Let us be
gentle and understanding in this bewildering,
ongoing struggle. God continues to lead,
challenge, empower and rebuild, as we heal
together.

As God’s beloved “dusty saints,” we are
created for community—in our families,
relationships, Church, society, and world. 
The light of Christ continues to shine and
lead us through these difficult times. We give
thanks that we, God’s “dusty saints” can love,
serve, show mercy and generosity as we live
and create in community, to the glory of God. 

Blessings of joy and peace during this Lenten
Season and always, 

Pastor Judith VanOsdol, Interim Pastor,
ORLC 



LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES

LENTEN COIN FOLDERS are available in the
narthex to help with your Lenten disciplines. 
Through special daily giving, you will help ORLC
fulfill it’s role in Christ’s mission in  our world.
Lenten Crown/Cross are available.  A $2.00
donation is suggested.  Devotional books are
also available in the narthex.

LUTHER MOVIE

We are asking our Confirmation class
to view a movie on Martin Luther with
their families during February.  Study
booklets are provided.

After all of our Confirmands have seen
the movie, anyone from ORLC can borrow and view
the movie for free.  Contact the church office if you are
interested.

Remember to turn your clocks

ahead one hour 

before you 

retire on March 13
th

 

                       March 14
th

 

ALTAR flowers - in observance of the
Lenten Season, there will not be
flowers on the altar. If you wish to
honor or remember a loved one, you
may do so on Easter Sunday. Order
blanks may be found on the narthex
desk or in this Newsletter.

OUR REDEEMER CALL PROCESS

Next week's congregational meeting
(Sunday, March 7) is to review our
MSP: Ministry Site Profile.  This is an
essential piece of our call process. 
Your input is vital to the call process.

Our Call Committee: Chris Kneer,
Joe Imbro, Marc Karis, Craig Aarseth,
Rick Meyer, Sue Smith, Janette
Diehlmann, Jill Asheld-DiSanto,  and
Cindy Schaaf. 

Our Church Council:
Ann Dolega President
Kevin Steingruebner Vice Pres.
Robin King Sec./Tres.
Sheryl Palumbo Christian Growth
Elise Heins Evangelism
Erich Mauer Finance
Robert Kneer Pastoral Care
Craig Aarseth Property
Brad Kneer Youth



MEMORIALS

In memory of: Russell Treiber
Given by: Eleanor & Charles Schmitt

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

FOR OUR 4TH GRADE CLASS

The First Communion instruction is a six-week
course of preparation.  These will take place
during Lent, on the following Sundays,
immediately following worship, at 10:30 am -
11:30 am, at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
Materials are provided. 
February 28th, 
March 7, 14, 21, 28
Sunday, April 4th – Easter Sunday, no class,
homework to complete prior to Easter
worship.

Sunday, April 11th – First Communion for
Fourth Grade Class will take place during
special Worship services at 10:30 & 11:30
am. Class should arrive 15 minutes before

for a rehearsal and walk thru.

SUNDAY SCHOOL START UP

ORLC Sunday School has started and we meet
every Sunday at 9:30 am.  We will follow NYS
protocols for safe learning, with social
distancing, wearing face masks, hand sanitizing
and cleaning of the building.

PASSION/PALM SUNDAY,
MARCH 28TH 

9:30 AM - HOLY COMMUNION 
with Distribution of Palms

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1ST 
7:30 PM - HOLY COMMUNION

                                      

 G OOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2ND 
  *5:00 PM  - Family Worship 

w/ Sunday School
 7:30 PM  - Good Friday Liturgy

* Time Change

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21
9:30 AM - EUCHARIST OF THE

                       RESURRECTION
11:00 AM - EUCHARIST OF THE
RESURRECTION  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
ORLC Online Bible Study will be
on Wednesday evenings at 5:30
pm to better accommodate folks
who work outside the home. 
Wednesdays 5:30–6:30 pm . For
those who would like to join us
through Zoom, please do so. 
We will send the invitation with
a link in an email. 



LENTEN/EASTER SERVICE SCHEDULE AND RESERVATION FORM

Since some of the Lenten and Easter services are among those with the highest attendance for the
year, please help us plan so we can hold the services in the safest way possible.

Our current plan is to have one in-person service on Palm Sunday and Holy Thursday.  Two services
are planned for Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  There will be a virtual service on each of these
days as well as weekly Wednesday Bible Studies.  The number at any service will be limited to 80 but
that number can change depending on the regulations about group gatherings at that time.

Please return the following reservation form to the church office.

Name                                                                       Phone/cell#                                           

email                                                                       

Indicate the number of people planning to attend each service:

PALM SUNDAY (3/28)     GOOD FRIDAY (4/2) EASTER (4/4)

                 9:30 AM *                   5:00 PM                  9:30 AM

                      7:30 PM                  11:00 AM

*Note Time Change
   

You may scan and send by email to ORLC church office at oroffice@optonline.net 
or return to the church office by March 22nd to:

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
2025 Washington Avenue

Seaford, NY   11783
516-781-6374

mailto:oroffice@optonline.net


OUR REDEEMER'S EARLY 
CHILDHOOD NEWS 

MARCH 2021  

As we turn the calendar to March, our little
ones will determine if March comes in like a
lion or out like a lamb or vice-versa. 
Personally, I am hoping for an abundance
of "lamb" days!  The Lenten season began
on February 17. Pastor Judith distributed
ashes to our day care children who were in
session. Our nursery school children were
on break for the Winter Recess.

March will certainly continue to be an
exciting month as we anxiously await that
pesky leprechaun's visit on St. Patrick's
Day. Children are filled with excitement
when they see the mischief that little guy
gets himself into. He usually makes a bit of
a friendly mess in the classrooms and
leaves behind some gold coins and a
special snack. What will he do this year???

After Christmas break, we had five new
students join our nursery school programs
and two join our .   day care. By March, our
infant room will be at full capacity! This will
help our enrollment to thrive for the future. It
is such a pleasure to welcome new children
to the Our Redeemer family. 

Registration for Summer Fun is underway.
The program dates are July 13 - August 12.
See the flyer in the bulletin for our exciting
educational themes and program details.
We will introduce a new and engaging
theme called "Blast Off to Outer Space!"   

Classes are filling up for the 2021-2022
school year. It has been so rewarding to be
back with the children and the staff for the
2020-21 school year and we look forward to
September 2021, as well. My staff and I
have worked hard to maintain all of the

health and safety protocols regarding
Covid-19 and so far we have had a
successful few months. The children and
the parents have been so very happy and
that is all we can ask for. 

Fondly,
Caitlin DiLemme, Director

March 20

                     



Each year at this time we request your donations for Lilies to beautify our chancel
during the Easter Season.  If you wish to contribute, please complete the form below
and include it with your donation.

Number of plants you wish to order               at $20.00 each

Amount $                      

� In memory of                                                                        
–or– 

� In honor of                                                                            
–or– 

� In thanksgiving for                                                                  

� I’ll pick up the plants after the services on Easter morning.

� Please deliver to the sick and homebound.

Name                                                                       Env. No.                     

Address                                                                   Phone                         

Email                                                                                               

 

Please place your Lily orders March24 . Thank You!

Please make checks payable to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
and place in the offering plate or mail to 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
 2025 Washington Avenue, Seaford, NY  11783



Nursery   School   Closed   All   Week   for   Easter   Break

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

                        2021
  

 1 2 3

9:00 am Work
Crew

5:30 pm Online
Bible Study

6:45 pm

Confirmation 

4 5 6

7   Lent 3

9:30 am Holy
Communion
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:15 am
Congregational Mtg
10:30 4th Grade 1st

Communion class

8 9 10

9:00 am Work
Crew

5:30 pm Online
Bible Study

6:45 pm
 Confirmation 

11 12 13
Don’t forget to
turn your
clocks AHEAD
one hour before
you retire

14   Lent 4

9:30 am Holy
Communion
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:30 4th Grade 1st

Communion class

Daylight Savings Time

15 16

7:30 pm
School Board
Meeting

17

9:00 am Work
Crew

5:30 pm Online
Bible Study

6:45 pm
Confirmation 

18 19 20

21   Lent 5

9:30 am Holy
Communion
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:30 4th Grade 1st

Communion class

22 23

7:30 pm
Church
Council
meeting

24

9:00 am Work
Crew

5:30 pm Online
Bible Study

6:45 pm
Confirmation 

25 26 27

28    

9:30 am Holy
Communion
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:30 4th Grade 1st

Communion class

29 30 31

9:00 am Work
Crew

5:30 pm Online
Bible Study

NO
Confirmation 

 April  1st 

Maundy
Thursday

7:30 pm Holy
Communion

 April  2nd 

Good
Friday

*5:00 pm
*time
change
7:30 pm

 


