
505 years ago, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door at Wittenberg in Germany.  
This catapulted the church into a period of reformation.  Every year, on the last Sunday 
October, we celebrate Reformation Sunday to recognize the importance of this event in the 
history of the church and in the way we seek to live out our faith.  While the Reformation is an 
event that happened, the idea of reforming isn’t tied to a period in history or specific event.  
We are a church that has been reformed and is called to always be reforming.  Over the 500+ 
years since the Reformation the church has constantly changed and adapted amid the changing 
world so that it may proclaim the Gospel.   
 
In her book The Great Emergence, Phyllis Tribble wrote about how since the time of Jesus the 
church has always been reforming and changing in how it lives out its faith.  She noted that 
approximately every 500 years the church embraced a major shift and change in what see calls 
a “Giant Rummage Sale” where the church decides what is vital to keep and what needs to be 
tossed so that the church can make room for what new things are on the horizon.  It started 
with Jesus 2000 years ago who gave us a radically new understanding of God, in the flesh.  500 
years after Jesus we saw the collapse of the Roman Empire and the beginning of the Dark Ages.  
The church changed dramatically as it went underground and monks and nuns began to 
practice monastic traditions.  500 year later we saw the Great Schism when the church split into 
Eastern and Western Traditions of Orthodox and Roman Catholic. 500 years after that?  The 
Reformation where Luther and others paved the way for different denominations and paths to 
worship and understand God.  
 
Here we are a little over 500 years after the last Reformation.  The world around us is drastically 
changing.  In some ways we live in a different world than we did a few short years ago before 
COVID.  We are not alone as a congregation when we see dwindling attendance numbers and 
programs that are not thriving as they once used to.  I agree with Phyllis Tickle (who wrote this 
book back in 2012) that we are in another period of major reformation in the life of the church.  
We are a church that is not only reformed, but always reforming.  We are always reforming so 
that we can authentically proclaim and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our current context.  
God is doing a new thing an is inviting us into this space of reformation and transformation.  I’m 
excited to see where this new reformation will lead us at Our Redeemer.   
 
With Reformation Hope,  
Pastor John   
 
 


