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PASTOR’S LETTER

PENTECOST POWER

Pentecost Power: Discipleship and discernment
Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will of God-what is good
and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2
In St. Paul's compelling letter to the Romans, believers
are called to the spiritual practice and transformational
power of discernment. Times of transition are times of
discernment.
When we pray the Lord's prayer, we Pray: "Your
kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven." (Matthew 6:10) How do we know what God's
will is for us? Through the spiritual discipline of
discernment.
Our Redeemer is in a time of discernment.
Discernment is listening to God's Spirit through deep
and ongoing prayer, study and holy conversation in
order to discern God's will for our faith community.
What is God calling us to do and to be? Where is
God's Holy Spirit leading us?
Christ's missional call is at the heart of discipleship and
discernment.
Our Redeemer's Call committee has an update in this
June newsletter. Transitions can be transformational asking what God's will is for each of us and our
community of faith.
Essays from our Confirmands are included in this and
the next ORLC newsletters. Confirmation is a time of
discernment for our young people, and the

confirmands' beautiful essays will move and
inspire each of us at this time of transition.
We have a congregational meeting on the first
Sunday, June 6th . Your council leaders have been
working diligently to update ORLC Constitution
and Bylaws, to "prepare the way" for changes and
deepening of our congregational life.
The updated constitution and bylaws are available
now for all to read, prior to the congregational
vote to update in our June 6th meeting.
Reviewing and revising our governing documents
is a great transitional focus.
So, let us not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of our minds, so that
we may discern what is the will of God, for each
of us and for Our Redeemer Lutheran Church.
Your servant in Christ Jesus,
Pastor Judith VanOsdol, Interim Pastor

OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
2025 WASHINGTON AVENUE
SEAFORD, NY 11783
516-781-6374
EMAIL:

oroffice@optonline.net

PASTOR JUDITH VANOSDOL
INTERIM PASTOR
CELL: 516-477-0021
CINDY SOLLIDAY, PARISH ADMINISTRATOR
OFFICE: 516-781-6374

UPDATE FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE:
GOD'S PEACE TO ALL
FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE
First of all, I would like to thank Pastor Judith, our
Church Council President Ann Dolega as well as the
Church Council for all their hard work during this
transition process and not missing a beat.
The members of the call committed are: Craig Aarseth,
Janettte Diehlmann, Jill Asheld-DiSanto, Joe Imbro,
Chris Kneer, Marc Karis, Cindy Schaaf, Sue Smith and
myself, Rick Meyer, Co-chair. I have asked Marc Karis
to Co-Chair the committee with me. President Ann
Dolega also attends most of the meetings as council
president.
Our committee is very diverse and well experienced,
including 3 past council presidents (Craig, Marc and
myself), our Sunday School Superintendent (Sue
Smith) as well as former finance committee Chair,
Janette Diehlmann. Most committee members are
long-time members of Our Redeemer with several of
us being members of Our Redeemer for over 30 years
(I have been a member since 1978) and therefore we
have a pretty good handle on the ins and outs of
O.R.L.C. Our committee has been working very
diligently with 3 full committee meetings so far. We
have been meeting bi-weekly after Sunday worship
services for the past 2 months.
Thanks again to President Ann Dolega, for preparing
and sending required documentation, including our
Ministry Site Profile, or MSP, to the Bishop's Office in
February. Our MSP is now "live" on the national
search website. On Tuesday, May 11th, Marc Karis
and I reached out to the Bishop's Office and had a
"zoom" meeting with the Bishop's Assistant, Rev.
Christopher Mietlowski (aka Pastor Chris). We had an
extremely productive and insightful meeting that lasted
over an hour. We discussed the profile for our new
pastor, which is in line with the thinking of the Bishop's
Office.

Rev. Chris Mietlowski is extremely knowledgeable
in the call process and very excited for us at O.R.
He is confident that they have candidates which
will fill our needs and desires, understanding that
no one candidate will be perfect. Due to the
larger size of our congregation together with our
large daycare and preschool, he will only be
sending us seasoned pastors.
In today's environment, we will most likely not be
seeing a pastor staying at O.R. for 20-25 years,
as in years past. Due to the size of our
congregation as well as the school and its
outreach to our community and our Long Island
location, Pastor Chris feels that Our Redeemer is
a very desirable call. Sometimes we take for
granted what we have.
Pastor Chris thought that he would be sending us
Rostered Minister's Profiles (RMPs are like
resumes for Pastors) of potential candidates
within the next few weeks for our committee to
review. The Call Committee does all the leg work
and interviews of the candidates and when we find
the right qualified candidate, we then recommend
that Pastor to the Church Council, who does the
actual Calling of the Pastor through a
congregational meeting and vote.
The Call Committee is held to the utmost
confidentiality during the review and interview
process. We will be posting regular updates for
the congregation. Based on our conversation with
Pastor Chris we anticipate the process to last
between 4-6 months and therefore, if all goes
well, we should have a new pastor before the end
of the year.
We ask for your continued prayers for strength
and guidance during the process.
Sincerely submitted,
Rick Meyer

CONFIRMATION
God Bless the following students on their
Confirmation May 23, 2021

Megan Bowles
George Casha
Ella Mayers
Kylie Reeves
(May 30, 2021)

1ST HOLY COMMUNION
May 30, 2021
Addison Grace Dispenza

WEDDING
May 20, 2021
Ashley Ann Blanchard
and
Robert Michael Murphy

COMING UP.....
June 6 - Semi-Annual Congregational/Annual
School Board Meeting at 10:30 am
All members 18 and older are urged
to attend. Please mark your
calendars.
July 11 - Outdoor Service - 9:30 am

BAPTISM
May 2, 2021
Shea Dorothy DiBona
Child of Shawn & Elyse DiBona
(nee Kubler)
Godchild of Breanne Dern and Scott DiBona
May 30, 2021
Ruari Patrick Schaaf
Child of Philip and Meghan Schaaf
(nee Condron)
Godchild of Jessica & Jonathan Dispenza

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
DATES TO REMEMBER:
Sunday School will resume in
September! Look for more
information in upcoming
Newsletters!

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP AT
OUR REDEEMER?
We will begin New Members' Classes on
Thursday, May 27th - from 7:00 PM- 8:30 PM.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
MAY 13, 2021
Edith Claire Correll
(nee Ehrler)
JUNE 19, 2021
Barbara Sillifant-Bufalini

We will be reading from three materials:
"Baptized we Live," "About
Being Lutheran" and
Luther's Small Catechism.
This will be an interactive,
lively and fun discussion series over five weeks,
beginning May 27th. All materials are provided.
Please see Pastor if you are interested.

CONFIRMATION ESSAYS FROM OUR CONFIRMATION STUDENTS
May 10, 2021
As I come to the end of my time in my confirmation class, we were asked to think of what making
our Confirmation means to us as students and members of the church. I hope that throughout the ups and
downs of my life, I can think back to my time in Sunday School and Confirmation class and use the lessons I
learned to help guide me in the right direction.
Making my Confirmation is something that is very important to me. Being a part of something bigger
than myself, such as the church, is a special thing. It gives me a path to follow instead of stumbling blindly
through life. In the Lutheran Church there are two sacraments. This includes Baptism and Communion. Both
are put forward through the decisions of your parents. The special thing about making your Confirmation is that
you have the decision to make for yourself. You have a better understanding of everything going on around you
and therefore you can begin to truly appreciate your faith. As a young person in today's society, I will have to
make some very tough choices in my life and knowing that I have an entire community of people that will be
there to support me no matter what is very comforting. The verse I chose to be my confirmation verse was
Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God
is with you wherever you go.” This verse is meaningful to me because it is a simple reminder that I
am strong, and I can do anything as long as I use what I learned and put my faith in God's hands.
As I move on in my life and progress to high school, things will not always be easy. I will have many ups
and downs with classmates, friends, and even family. Being a member of this church will always be one of the
things I have to fall back on. I know I can rely on the people in my church with the understanding that they are
my second family.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

5/8/21

What my confirmation means to me.

My confirmation means that I am ready to affirm my faith as a Lutheran. Confirmation will further my faith
and will enable me to build a stronger relationship with God, my family and my church. I have learned all about
Jesus Christ and the Bible over the years. I have performed a number of service projects for my church such as
helping during church services. I have also written cards to elderly people for the holidays. I have come to many
church services and completed all of my sermon reports. I attended confirmation classes and participated during
those lessons. I will continue to actively participate in my church and help out wherever I can. I will continue to
grow my faith in God.

REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH WHILE YOU ARE ON VACATION!!
Vacation holidays are great!! We all need to get away to relax, rest, and renew our energies and creativity.
Please enjoy your vacation and do all you can to make it safe and refreshing.
Also, remember that the work of the church does not stop because we go on vacation. Your prayers and offerings make our
ministry possible. Before you go, please bring your pledge up to date. And.... then enjoy your time away with the knowledge
that the work of the Lord through our congregation continues undiminished. You'll be glad you did!!!

Our Redeemer really needs your help!!!
Are you able to help us by volunteering to be
an Usher, Counter, Recorder, Greeter, Lector,
and Assisting Minister? (Training provided)
Please sign up today!
Name
Address
Email
Phone
I would like to help and volunteer as:
Usher



Greeter



Counter



Assisting Minister



Recorder



Altar Guild



Visitation



Lector



(Homebound visits)

(Reads lessons)

FATHER’S DAY
LOVE NOTES

Have you gotten that special guy a Father’s Day gift yet? Are you looking for a way to
honor or remember your father, grandfather, or a special man in your life?
We are offering you the opportunity to honor or remember a loved one in the bulletin on
Sunday, June 20, 2021 - Father’s Day.
If you are interested, please fill out the tear-off sheet below and return to the Church
office by Monday, June 14th .
E E E E E EE E E E E E E E E E E E E E

FATHER’S DAY LOVE NOTES
JUNE 20th, 2021
Env. #

Amount enclosed:$

Donation Given by:

In Honor of:

In Memory of:

Donations are due to the church office by Monday, June 14, 2021. Please place in the offering plate
and mark your check for Father’s Day Love Notes or place in the mailbox outside the
church office door, or mail to the office at 2025 Washington Avenue, Seaford, NY 11783
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Tuesday

Wednesday
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Friday

Saturday

2021
1

2

3

4

5

11

12

18

19

9:00 am Work
Crew
5:30 pm Bible
Study
6

7

Pentecost 2
9:30 am Holy
Communion

8

9

10

10:30 am
Conference Clergy
Bible Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

7:30 pm New
Member Class

16

17

7:30 pm All
Committee Mtg

10:30 Semi Annual
Congregational/
School Board Mtg
13

7:30 pm New
Member Class

14

Pentecost 3

15

10:30 am
Conference Clergy
Bible Study

9:30 am Holy
Communion/
Baptism Austin
Moore

7:30 pm
School Board
Mtg

20

21

Pentecost 4
9:30 am Holy
Communion

9:00 am Work
Crew

12 pm Memorial
Service Barbara
Sillifant-Bufalini

7:30 pm New
Member Class

NS Graduations
22

23

24

10:30 am
Conference Clergy
Bible Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

7:30 pm New
Member Class

25

7:30 pm Church
Council Mtg
27

Pentecost 5
9:30 am Holy
Communion/ New
Members Rec’d.
10:30 am
Welcome
Fellowship in
Courtyard

28

29

10:30 am
Conference Clergy
Bible Study

30

9:00 am Work
Crew

Looking

Ahead....
Church office
Hours for the
Summer are
8 am - 1 pm.
Please plan
accordingly

26

