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A Season of Listening!
Our Redeemer leadership is embarking on a "season of listening." We
want to hear from you!! ORLC council members will be calling over
the next two months. Our purpose is to listen!
We want to hear how you are doing; to thank members for their
ongoing support; receive ideas and suggestions for "post-Pandemic"
programming; we wish to listen to your requests, recommendations
and prayer concerns.
Many speculate on the "post-pandemic" church- after living through
this global pandemic, and now as COVID restrictions lift in our state.
•
We learned to experiment with online worship and
communication;
•
We learned to keep people safe, respecting all safety
protocols and guidelines;
•
In-person worship has been safely back for over a year, (since
June 2020);
•
We gradually brought back singing, communion in both
elements, expanded worship leadership, while always
maintaining safety protocols;
•
We had successful and safe Confirmation classes, two first
communion classes, Sunday School, online Bible Study, New
Members' classes and other learning venues;
•
We safely celebrate baptisms, weddings, memorial services
and other gatherings;
•
Fellowship hour has returned-once per month, outside in the
courtyard;
•
ORLC preschool and daycare have been going "full on" since
September 2020;
The Call committee is working diligently and moving along
the call process;
•
We recently moved to a "mask optional" protocol for
vaccinated persons.
Moving into "post-pandemic" practice•
Worship attendance is an issue as there are those who have
not yet returned;
•
We mourn the loss of some members to moves and other
reasons;
•
Stewardship is a spiritual practice; we need a renewed focus
on stewardship;
•
Spiritual renewal and Christian growth are always on the
agenda.

Your voice matters; we want to hear from you!
For all these and other reasons, the council will reach out to
members for one-on-one phone conversation. If you prefer in
person conversation, please let us know!
We are holding you and our entire congregation in prayer. We
ask for your prayers and participation in this listening season.
God's blessings of re-creation in this summer season!
Peace and joy, Pastor Judith VanOsdol, Interim Pastor ORLC

THANK YOU!!!!!
.... to all those who came to church and
supported ORLC during this Covid 19
pandemic;
....all those who served on the Church Council &
School Board & all Committees during the past
year;
.....the Ushers, Assisting Ministers, Greeters,
Acolytes, who serve so faithfully on Sunday
mornings to make the Worship Service
meaningful and participatory
....to faithful and cheerful givers
....to all our Sunday School Teachers/Assistants, Confirmation
& 1st Communion Teachers and leaders for teaching the word
of our Lord;
....the Wednesday "REC" Crew who perform so very many
repairs and additions to our buildings during the year;
....the Altar Guild for making the Altar so beautiful each week.
....and to all who helped, supported and prayed in a silent way
during the year and no one knows who you are!
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REMEMBER YOUR CHURCH WHILE YOU ARE ON VACATION!!
Vacation holidays are great!! We all need to get away to relax, rest, and
renew our energies and creativity. Please enjoy your vacation and do all
you can to make it safe and refreshing. Also, remember that the work of the church
does not stop because we go on vacation. Your prayers and offerings make our mission
and ministry possible. Before you go, please bring your pledge up to date.
And.... then enjoy your time away with the knowledge that the work of the Lord
through our congregation continues undiminished. You'll be glad you did!!!

BAPTISM
June 13, 2021

AUSTIN RAYMOND
MOORE
Child of Edward & Jessica
Moore
(nee Benedict)
Godchild of Gregory Benedict
and Kelly Mangione

FUNERAL
June 19, 2021
Barbara Dean Sillifant-Bufalini

MEMORIAL
In loving memory of:
From:

JOAN BERGMAN
Betty Yannett

STEWARDSHIP IS A DEEPLY SPIRITUAL ACT!
A quote from our ELCA Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton:
Stewardship is a deeply spiritual act. It moves us out of
ourselves and toward the neighbor in need. It glorifies God. It
brings freedom from wealth and status. It unclenches our hands
and hearts. It lets us rest in the promise of God's abundance.
We become cheerful givers.

5/9/2021

WHAT MY CONFIRMATION MEANS TO ME...

The definition of confirmation is "the action of confirming something or the state of being confirmed". Although the church
definition is "a period of spiritual growth and instruction for a young person". Although I think it is something even more than what
the definition states. I think confirmation allows me to be honest and transparent in relationships, not only with family and friends
but also with God. At the beginning of my journey this is not what I believed. I did not want to get confirmed and go through this
long process over the last two years to do this. At first my mom forced me to go to the meeting on Wednesday and church on
Sunday. Over time I started to enjoy going and learning about God. I feel like I started wanting to go to church more than my
mother sometimes.
Over the last two years I have learned so many new things about God and the church and myself along with others. I have learned
about God but not only him but also about Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and the power of the Holy Spirit. Since the
beginning of my journey I have been eager to explore Lutheranism and learn how God works in his mystical ways. Another thing I
have learned a lot through this journey I went through, I have learned about maturity. Although it does not fully seem like it since I
am still young. I definitely have grown and become more mature. I have taken a lot more responsibilities both for myself and for
others. Some examples are helping around the house and make sure I do all my school work without any reminders.
Something I learned throughout this journey was that God is always the way to turn when I am unsure of something. I should
always listen to God. I Should follow God's law. I should follow God's word. I should worship God. And lastly I should pray when
you do the wrong thing or the right thing. Being confirmed shows that I will always turn to God no matter what happens and he will
always help me and guide me in the right way.
I like to proudly state that I have found a special place in my heart for God and church after this two year journey I went through.
Even though it has been a very hard year because of Covid-19, I have still grown and what has been going on lately has given me
more of a reason to believe in God. Me and my confirmation class has become a close family and I could not have asked to go
through this experience with any other group of people.

May, 2021

WHAT MY CONFIRMATION MEANS TO ME!

What is Confirmation? Why do people get Confirmed? Confirmation is a time when people affirm their baptism, its when people
accept responsibility of their own relationship with God and the church. People choose to get Confirmed because they want to
make a public confession of their faith and a pledge to Christ.
My Confirmation means to me that I am renewing my promises to the church that my parents made for me when I was baptized. I
am now accepting the responsibility of being a good practicing Lutheran and I will now be going to church at my own will. I will be
the best Lutheran I can be, not for my parents, but for myself. What I am most excited about making my Confirmation is that when
I go to church now it will be because I want to be there, not because I have sermons to do or because my parents are forcing me,
although I am sure they will still force me. I will continue to learn about religion but it will be at my leisure and because I want to.
During my years in Confirmation class I have learned many things. For example: The 10 Commandments and the Apostle’s Creed.
I always hear the congregation say it, now I know it and I know the meaning behind it. I can appreciate the lectures in church and
get a true feeling behind what the Pastor and the assistants are talking about. Confirmation is just another step into adulthood, it
makes me proud to say I finished it and I am now Confirmed.
To some, making Confirmation isn’t a big deal but to me it is. My parents got married at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. My
sisters and myself have all gotten baptized, made Communion, and will all have been Confirmed there. Church is a place that my
family likes to go together it make my parents proud when we all go. I believe that religion is an important part of living a healthy
life, and that’s why making my Confirmation is important to me. I want to have God in my life now and always.

Join us on
Sunday, July 11th
at 9:30 AM
in our Memorial Garden
(weather permitting)
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COVID 19 UPDATE
Our Redeemer leadership has kept current with and respected all
COVID safety protocols, CDC Guidelines, etc., throughout the
pandemic. We rejoice that Nassau County has one of the highest
vaccinations rates in NY State! We further celebrate that many of
our members are now vaccinated!

for worship.
Afterwards, we will gather
together for refreshments.

As NY is "opening up" its safety restrictions, we will now move to a
"mask optional" protocol in the Congregation, including worship:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

"Mask Optional" protocol for Vaccinated persons!
Non-vaccinated persons, including children, are strongly
encouraged to continue mask wearing
If you prefer to continue mask wearing, (even if you are
vaccinated), you are warmly encouraged to do so
Sign-in upon entering is no longer necessary ("track and
trace" is no longer happening in the State)
Hand sanitization is optional- available if desired
Wine returns to Holy Communion- with individual
disposable cups (only you will touch your cup)
Singing is returning to Worship (and has been added back
gradually)
We will continue to block every other pew (for now)
The maximum limit, or "top-out" number for participating
worshipers has been lifted.

Thanks be to God for scientific advances, vaccinations, and the
ability to return, gradually, to a sense of normalcy.
Looking forward to seeing your smiling faces in worship!

Save the Date!
Rally Day Sunday,
September 12th, 2021.
More information will be in the September
Newsletter

Congratulations to
all our 2021
Graduates!

HELP OUR REDEEMER TO
RAISE THE ROOF!

After recent heavy rainstorms, we discovered that the parsonage needs a new roof- and we are
asking for your help!
Our Redeemer's Council voted to embark on a "Raise the Roof!" campaign to raise funds to
replace the roof on the parsonage.
We need around $10,000 that was NOT in our budget but is very much needed NOW for this
necessary repair!
Can you help? Please speak with our Council president, Ann Dolega, or property Chair, Craig
Aarseth, for more details.
E E E E E E E E E E EE E E EE E E E

I CAN HELP!!
NAME
ADDRESS
EMAIL
AMOUNT

ENV. #

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2021
The dedicated day of service is an opportunity to celebrate
who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. –
a church freed in Christ to service and love our neighbor! We
are joining other churches across the country to put our faith
into action. We are dedicating this weekend is September to
serve our Community by having a Food Collection at local
supermarkets for those in need. Donations will be given to
Lutheran Community and Family Services, Uniondale.
Please save that date and sign up on the board in the narthex
to help. More info to follow in the September newsletter.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2021
1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

23

24

30

31

6:00 pm Council
Cook-out

4

5

6

7

Pentecost 6

Office & Day
Care Closed

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

12

13

14

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

9:30 am Holy
Communion

11

Pentecost 7
9:30 am Holy
Communion Out Door
Service In Courtyard
Coffee Hour to follow

ORLS
18

19

Pentecost 8
9:30 am Holy
Communion/Holy
Baptism - Wyatt
Schneider and Shea
O’Connell

25

Pentecost 9
9:30 am Holy
Communion

Summer

20

21

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

ORLS
26

27

22

Summer
28

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study
7:30 pm
Council Mtg
If need be.

ORLS

Fun

Fun
29

9:00 am Work
Crew

Summer

Fun

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2021
1

2

Pentecost 10
9:30 am Holy
Communion

3

4

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

ORLS
8

9

Pentecost 11
9:30 am Holy
Communion

Summer

10

11

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

ORLS
15

16

5

17

18

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

9:00 am Work
Crew

7

13

14

20

21

Fun
12

Summer

6

Fun
19

Pentecost 12
9:30 am Holy
Communion
Coffee Hour to
follow

Metro NY Synod Assembly
22

23

Pentecost 13

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study
7:30 pm Council
Meeting

9:30 am Holy
Communion

29

Pentecost 14
9:30 am Holy
Communion

24

30

31

10:30 am
Conference
Clergy Bible
Study

25

26

27

28

9:00 am Work
Crew

Looking ahead..

Rally Day
September 12th
Sunday School
Registration at
9 am

Worship at 9:30

