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Pastor’s Letter       
For Such a Time as This

"And who knows but that you have come to your call for
such a time as this?" Esther 4:14b

Times of transition are difficult.  Some refer to the "time in
between" as a liminal space–change, insecurity, a sense
of loss and grief for things past, at the same time called to
move forward, to dream and consider new ideas.  We are
called to step into God's future.  Though challenging,
liminal space can be fruitful, creative and spirited-filled,
calling forth new leadership, courage and vision: a time of
learning and discernment, led by God's presence.

There is new light in the long, dark tunnel of the pandemic.
Some folks in our community have already been
vaccinated.  Thanks be to God for scientists, medical
professionals and those who have worked tirelessly and
continue to labor on behalf of all God's people to heal,
help, develop and test, vaccinate, and offer hope.  Though
we are not yet "out of the woods" we are on the way. We
will continue to follow CDC/ NYS guidelines and full health
and safety precautions at Our Redeemer. 

February highlights many meaningful moments in our life
together as Our Redeemer:  
==> First Communion with our Fifth-grade class
Sunday, February 15th  
==> Our Redeemer Sunday School restarted with an
enthusiastic response 
==> Another First Communion preparation class with
Our Redeemer's Fourth-grade students begins on Sunday,
February 28th  following worship.
==> Confirmation class continues with a great group of
students and teachers. 
==> Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17th  
==> Mid-week Lenten services begin on Thursday,
February 25th  at 7 PM.
==> Our Redeemer Preschool and Daycare
Registration is going well.

Our Redeemer Council, Call Committee and School Board
are working well and steadily, more information on their
work is in this newsletter. Our Redeemer Congregational
Council was installed and began the year with a great
retreat, good energy and commitment from our leaders to
work together on issues of interim at this important time. 

We are deeply grateful for 
o God's call to serve in the ongoing ministry
and mission in this community 
o ORLC leaders, staff, students and teachers
– please hold them in prayer
o All those whose giving continues to support
God's mission and ministry at ORLC
o ORLC Preschool and Daycare ministries,
serving families throughout our community 

How is God calling you forward for such a time as
this? 

With prayers for your health, joy and peace, 
Pastor Judith VanOsdol, Interim Pastor, ORLC

INSTALLATION of COUNCIL
MEMBERS

On Sunday, January 10th we installed our
Newly elected Council officers at the 9:30 AM
service.  Our 2021 Council members are:

President: Ann Dolega
Vice President: Kevin Steingruebner
Sec/Treasurer: Robin King
Christian Growth: Sheryl Palumbo
Evangelism: Elise Heins
Financial Management: Erich Mauer
Pastoral Care: Robert Kneer
Property: Craig Aarseth
Stewardship: Vacant
Youth: Brad Kneer
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_ FIRST COMMUNION _
FOR OUR 5TH GRADE CLASS

February 7th 10:30- 11:30— Third and final Class

First communion for the fifth-grade class will take place
during worship on Transfiguration Sunday, February
14th during a special  11:00 am Worship Service at Our
Redeemer.   Class should arrive by 10:30 am for a
rehearsal and walk-through.

FOR OUR 4TH GRADE CLASS

The First Communion instruction is a six-week course of
preparation.  These will take place during Lent, on the
following Sundays, immediately following worship, at
10:30 am - 11:30 am, at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church. 
Materials are provided. 
February 28th, 
March 7, 14, 21, 28
Sunday, April 4th – Easter Sunday, no class, turn in
homework due April 4th. 

Sunday, April 11th – First Communion for Fourth
Grade Class will take place during a special Worship
service at 11:00 am.  Students should arrive at 10:30 am

for a rehearsal and walk-through.

MID WEEK LENTEN WORSHIP

Beginning Thursday, Feb.
25 and continuing for the
next 4 Thursdays, we will
gather in the church at 7:00
pm for our Mid week
Lenten worship.  Because
of COVID restrictions, we

are NOT able to begin our mid-week worship
with a soup and bread supper. 

OUR REDEEMER NURSERY SCHOOL

Registration forms for the 2021/22 school year
have been steadily coming in, and I would like to
remind parishioners that we are filling our classes.  If
you know of someone with a pre-school age child,
give us a call to find out about our Early Childhood
Program.  Our Redeemer Nursery School offers
classes for children ages 2 thru pre-school.  781-
7637.

OUR REDEEMER CALL

PROCESS

Every week we will have an announcement related to
the Call Process at Our Redeemer.  
This week, and for the next two weeks, (through
February 14th), we are asking the congregation to fill
out the enclosed survey.  The survey is related to the
Ministry Site Profile (MSP) that is an essential piece
of the call process for all ELCA congregations.  

You need to fill out the survey only once, and please
encourage others to do so as well.  This will facilitate
our Metro NY Synod Bishop’s office  and our call
committee’s work as we engage in this process. 

Please hold Our Redeemer’s Council, staff and Call
Committee in prayer as we move forward in this
process.

Our Call Committee: Chris Kneer, Joe Imbro, Marc
Karis, Craig Aarseth, Rick Meyer, Sue Smith, Janette
Diehlmann, Jill Asheld-DiSanto,  and Cindy Schaaf.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7th  
is Super Bowl Sunday. 

Let’s make it Soup-er
Bowl Sunday at Our
Redeemer!

Bring to worship or
Sunday School a
can(s) of Soup or
some other food. 
Then we’ll pass  the
soup to Lutheran
Community Services
New Life Center. Thank you!



OUR REDEEMER CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY
 2021

Please answer the following questions and place in the box in the narthex or mail to the church:

1. There is excitement about the future at Our Redeemer:

Hardly at all               Somewhat           Very much          

2. Our Redeemer Lutheran Church is a positive force in the community:

Hardly at all               Somewhat           Very much          

3. This congregation is always ready to try something new:

Hardly at all               Somewhat           Very much          

4. Our Redeemer seeks out and uses the gifts of members of all ages:

Hardly at all               Somewhat           Very much          

5. Our Redeemer helps members live out their faith in their daily lives:

Hardly at all               Somewhat           Very much          

6. I have grown in my faith while participating at Our Redeemer:

Hardly at all               Somewhat           Very much          

TOP FIVE MINISTRY TASKS -                  The five most critical tasks required in this position. 
(Please choose the top five (5) most important tasks as you see them)

� Administration � Building a Sense of Community � Campus/Young Adult Ministry

� Chaplaincy � Children’s Ministry � Christian Education

� Communications/Media � Community Organizing � Conflict Management

� Counseling/Social Work � Early Childhood Administration � Ecumenical Work

� Evangelism/Mission � Financial Management � Global Service

� Innovation/Creativity � Interim Ministry � Interpret Theology

� Inter-personal Climate � Ministry in Crisis � Ministry in Daily Life

� Ministry with Seniors � Multi cultural Ministry � Music/Worship/Arts

� Outdoor/Camping Ministry � Parish Nurse/Health � Participant in the Larger Church

� Pastoral Care & Visitation � Preaching/Worship � Public Policy/Advocacy

� Recruit and Equip Leaders � Self Care/Family Life � Small Group Ministry

� Social Ministry � Spiritual Formation/Direction � Stewardship

� Strategic Mission Planning � Teaching � Volunteer Coordination

� Youth and Family Ministry



GIFTS FOR MINISTRY  - The five gifts essential in this position, and the five that are very helpful in this position.

             Please rate your top 5 on the left, 1= highest, 5 = lowest,  and the secondary top 5 on the right column

Top                                                             Very 

Priority Helpful

Help people develop their spiritual life.

Help people understand and act upon issues of social justice.

Provide care and nurture.

Be active in visitation of members and non-members.

Be effective in working with children.

Build a sense of community among the people with whom he/she works.

Help others develop their leadership abilities and skills for ministry.

Be an effective administrator.

Be an effective communicator.

Be an effective teacher.

Encourage support of the Church’s wider mission.

Work regularly in the development of stewardship growth.

Be active in ecumenical relationships.

Be effective in working with youth.

Organize people for community action.

Be skilled in planning and leading programs.

Have a strong commitment and loyalty to the Lutheran Church.

Understand and interpret the mission of the Church from a global perspective.

Deal effectively with conflict.

Bring joy and good humor to relationships.

Be able to share leadership and work in a team.

Be creative and innovative about his or her tasks.

Be able to use technology and media.

Appreciate cultural diversity in language and customs.

Have talents in the areas of music, arts and writing.

MUTUAL EXPECTATIONS

Please list the five primary areas of activity or focus that you wish you newly-called restored leader to give special attention to during the

first year of his or her ministry at this congregation or organization:

A.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

B.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

C.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

D.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 E.                                                                                                                                                                                                       



MEMORIAL FUND

I/m/o RALPH SCINTA

Given by: Eleanor & Charles Schmitt

I/m/o LOUISE CARLSTROM

Given by: Donald & Katherine Lawrence

I/m/o DR. MARIANNE BATHE

Given by: Roland & Anke Merton

BAPTISMS

January 31, 2021

KELSEY QUINN NEU

Douglas & Kimberly Neu

(nee Lundwall)

Sponsors:  Britt Lundwall and James Raber

NEW MEMBER CLASS

If you are interested in

membership at Our Redeemer,

please speak with the Pastor or

call the church office at 516-

781-6374.

MONDAY,

FEBRUARY 15th , 2021

OFFICE & SCHOOL

CLOSED

LUTHER MOVIE

We are asking our

Confirmation class to

view a movie on

Martin Luther with

their families during

February.  Study

booklets are

provided.

After all of our Confirmands have seen

the movie, anyone from ORLC can

borrow and view the movie for free. 

Contact the church office if you are

interested.

Wednesday, February 17th  

7:30 pm

Holy Communion

with Imposition of Ashes
12:30 pm - Ashes with the Day Care



DAY CARE & NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS  FEBRUARY

2021 

Wow, we made it to the half way mark of the

2020-2021 school year!  Our children are doing so

well since returning in September after our closure

due to Covid-19.  At dismissal time,  I just love to

hear the excitement in their little voices as they tell

about their day.  There is so much for them to

experience here at Our Redeemer.  During Learning

Centers, children get to do a variety of art, math,

science and literacy activities.  A great way to

explore!  Chapel with Pastor Judith as well as Music,

Bible Fun Puppet Shows, Science and Yoga classes

are also an enriching experience for the children.

The children love Miss Pat's classes!

Progress Reports were distributed to parents this

month for both our half day and extended day care

classes. It is important for our teachers to

communicate to parents about their children's social

and academic progress.  February will continue to

be busy. We will celebrate Valentine's Day and Lent

begins.  Our featured shape will be a heart and the

color of the month is pink. The themes for February

are Dental Health, Groundhog's Day, Shadows,

U.S. Presidents and Lent. Our pre-k children will

work on memorizing their addresses and phone

numbers as well as last name recognition. We held a

Valentine's Day carnation sale. Children will have a

surprise bouquet to present to their loved ones at

dismissal. 

We opened enrollment to the community for the

2021-2022 school year. I always enjoy meeting

new parents and their children when they come to

tour our school to learn about our early childhood

programs.  I am proud to say that Our Redeemer

Lutheran School continues to have a wonderful

reputation in our community thanks to my

wonderful staff. Enrollment for September 2021 is

coming in quickly and some classes are already full.  

Summer Fun registration begins February 8th. The

program will run from July 13 - August 12 and is

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9:30 am  to

12:00 noon.   

Share the good news about our program to your

friends and family. 

Fondly,

Caitlin DiLemme, Director

SCOUT SUNDAY

Sunday, Feb. 7  is Scout Sunday at Our Redeemer.

All Scouts –  Boy & Girl are

asked to wear their uniforms to

Sunday School/church that day 

so we can honor them!



LENTEN/EASTER SERVICE SCHEDULE AND RESERVATION FORM

Since some of the Lenten and Easter services are among those with the highest attendance for the

year, please help us plan so we can hold the services in the safest way possible.

Our current plan is to have one in-person service on Ash Wednesday and on Holy Thursday.  Two

services are planned for Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  There will be a virtual

service on each of these days as well as weekly Thursday devotionals.  The number at any service will

be limited to 80 but that number can change depending on the regulations about group gatherings at

that time.

Please return the following reservation form to the church office.

Name                                                                       Phone/cell#                                           

email                                                                       

Indicate the number of people planning to attend each service:

PALM SUNDAY (3/28)     GOOD FRIDAY (4/2) EASTER (4/4)

                 9:30 AM                    5:00 PM                  9:30 AM

                 11:00 AM                       7:30 PM                  11:00 AM

   

You may scan and send by email to ORLC church office at oroffice@optonline.net 

or return to the church office by March 22nd to:

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church

2025 Washington Avenue

Seaford, NY   11783

mailto:oroffice@optonline.net


               Nursery      School      closed      all      week  –      Winter      Break

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

                         2021
  

 1 2

4:00 pm Conf.

Teachers mtg. 

3

9:00 am Work Crew

5:30 pm Online Bible

Study

6:45 pm Confirmation

4 5 6

7

Epiphany 5

9:30 am

Holy Communion

9:30 am Sunday School

10:30 am 5th Gr. 1st

Communion class

8 9

7:30 pm All

Committees

meet

10

9:00 am Work Crew

5:30 pm Online Bible

Study

6:45 pm Confirmation

11

Chapel with

Nursery School

& Day Care

12

Chapel with

Nursery School

& Day Care

13

14

Transfiguration

9:30 am

Holy Communion

9:30 am Sunday School

11:00 am 5th Gr. 1st

Communion Worship 

Valentine’s Day

15

Office & Schools

Closed

16 17

9:00 am Work Crew

12:30 pm Ash Wed.

Service

5:30 pm Online Bible

Study

NO Confirmation Class

7:30 pm Ash

Wednesday Holy

Communion

18 19 20

21

Lent 1

9:30 am

Holy Communion

9:30 am Sunday School

22

7:30 pm School

Board Meeting

23

7:30 Church

Council Meeting

24

9:00 am Work Crew

5:30 pm Online Bible

Study

6:45 pm Confirmation

25

7:00 pm

Lenten Worship

26 27

28

Lent 2

9:30 am

Holy Communion

9:30 am Sunday School

10:30 am    4th Gr. 1st

Communion Class

      




